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Introduction 

• Although the term ‘illiberal democracy’ was coined in the 90’s by Fareed Zakaria in a highly 
intriguing essay published in Foreign Affairs, it gained prominence in Europe following the 
Hungarian PM, Viktor Orbán’s speech delivered at Băile Tușnad in 2014.  

• In his view, democracies do not necessarily have to be liberal, as liberalism is not a 
precondition for the formation of some form of democracy, citing countries like Singapore, 
China, India, Russia and Turkey as role models for future competitive societies.  

• Since then, we have seen various attempts from the government to establish this ‘new 
form of democracy’ in Hungary, by turning away from political liberalism, restricting 
constitutional rights and consolidating government prerogatives. The V4 countries (but 
mainly Poland) seem to embrace this new ideology, denoting a deliberate willingness to 
shift towards illiberal democracy.  



Objectives and hypotheses  

1. 

   

 

 

Analysing and understanding the path 
leading towards illiberal democracy in 

Hungary is the main objective of the current 
research. 
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By using the world-systems theory of 
Immanuel Wallerstein, we endeavour to 

assess the transition of Hungary 
towards illiberalism, as an outcome of 

its position occupied (allied with its own 
national political cultural traditions) 

within the existent modern world-
system and also that of a constant 

juggling between liberal and illiberal 
tendencies. 
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We argue, that this transition towards 

illiberalism was a lengthy process 
fuelled by deeply rooted discontents 

and personal/party ambitions, while the 
ostensible disillusionment over the 
management of the refugee crisis, 

served as the perfect pretext or casus 
belli to question the policies and the 

competence of Brussels and its shared 
EU vision 



Hypotheses 
 

Dependent variable 
Independent 

variables 
  

H1. 

H2. 

The embracing of illiberal democratic ideologies by 
the Hungarian leadership  
1. The relation between the core-semi-

periphery-periphery 
2. Global tendency 
3. Discontent, personal/party ambitions 

1.   
When it comes to embracing illiberal tents 
Hungary should not be singled out as an 
anomaly, but instead treated as part of a 
larger global tendency. .  

2. 
 
 
We contend that the recent 
refugee/migration crisis, an unforeseen 
event masterfully engineered as an 
existential threat by the governmental 
apparatus to the reference object (citizens), 
was deliberately used to consolidate 
domestic political power. 



Structure  

 

1. Literature review, conceptual 
delimitation 

Term ‘Illiberal democracy’ 

Fareed Zakaria 

 

2. Qualitative discourse analysis  

Bálványos Speech 

3. World-Systems Theory Immanuel 
Wallerstein, Core-periphery model 

Hungary’s place in the modern world 
system  

4. Illiberal policies 

Case study: refugee crisis –empowering 
domestic leadership 

 



Democracy  

Illiberal 

Liberal  



Liberalism  

Coupling  

Constitutional  

liberalism  

DEMOCRACY 

 

 Coupling of 

democracy and 

liberalism 

•Democracy is about popular 
participation, described as a 
political system based on fair, free 
elections and on the separation of 
powers 
•elections many times consolidated 
governments that turned out to be 
corrupt, narrow minded, populist 
and personal/party interest oriented 

Conceptual delimitation 
Constitutional 
liberalism does not 
refer to the process of 
electing a government, 
primarily being focused 
on the aims and modus 
operandi of that 
government; which is 
liberal because it 
cherishes individual 
freedom and dignity 
over any type of 
coercion, and 
constitutional due to its 
choice to prioritize the 
rule of law and equal 
treatment for all under 
law.  



Race of 
successful 

nation-
building 

Finding the best formula of 
state-building, i.e. 
community organization 
that could enable the 
consolidation of 
internationally competitive 
nations and communities.  

2008 
economic 

crisis  

Profound 
changes 

The era 
of the 

‘working 
state’ 

 

Decay of the liberal world 
order as a symbol of 
freedom, which instead 
became a henchman of 
the large multinational 
corporations 

Backlash 
against 
NGO’s 

Singapore 
China 

India  

Russia 
Turkey 

The states that have developed 
such formula and will be also 
trendsetters in the upcoming 
decades “are not Western, not 
liberal, not liberal democracies 
and perhaps not even 
democracies”  

Failure of liberal 
democracy to 

protect 
community 

assets 
necessary for 

self-sufficiency 

2014 Bálványos speech/ Qualitative discourse analysis   



Theoretical pillar 
I. Wallerstein’s World-Systems Theory 

Core Semi-
periphery 

•  Hungary’s role on the modern world-system: 

• Within this study we could consider embracing a non-liberal 
type of state and community building on the one hand, as a 
sign of revolt against (dissatisfaction with) the prevalent 
modern world system, understood as a structural relationship 
building dependent relations between the core, semi-
periphery and periphery, and on the other hand, a 
consequence of their place occupied within that system.  

• We also argue, that when Hungary acceded to the EU, it was 
more likely a part of the semi-periphery and according to 
various scholars, this status has maintained even today, 
namely through the Council of Europe, OECD, NATO, EU 
membership it is associated to the core and its rules and 
values, but in reality is still belongs to the semi-periphery.  

• The feeling of always playing the part of the ‘second fiddle’ 
compared to the affluent and rich Western neighbours, 
members of the core, influences the psyche of Central Eastern 
and Eastern European countries, and implicitly that of 
Hungary, causing a permanent state of irritation, friction and 
inferiority. 

Periphery 



Preconditions for the successful setup of an 
illiberal government 



Hungary, illiberal democracy and the refugee 
crisis  

Revision of 
the 
Constitutio
nal Court 

Modification 
of the 
Criminal 
Code  

Elimination of 
an 
independent 
Fiscal Council 

New election 
law  

New press 
authority 

Introduction a bank levy of 0.6% on financial assets 

Promotion of an economic nationalism and the rejection of 
IMF loans  

Nationalization of the private pensions fund 





Hungarian migrant quota referendum 2 october 2016 and the 
publication of leaflets with no go Zones from different EU countries 

• Do you want the European Union to be able to mandate the obligatory 
resettlement of non-Hungarian citizens into Hungary even without the 
approval of the National Assembly? 

 

• Yes                  No 

 

• Results: overwhelming majority of voters rejected the EU's migrant quotas, 
turnout was too low to make the poll valid. 

• 98% of the voters said no to the Migrant quotas 

•  No 3,362,224              Yes  56,1631   1.64% 

• 98.36 





Hungarian migrant quota referendum 2 october 
2016 

billboard campaign 



Percentage of "No" votes per counties in 
Hungarian referendum, 2016 

Hungarian migrant quota referendum, 2016 



National consultation concerning Soros 
plan 2017  



National consultation concerning soros plan 
2017  

• PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONNAIRE! 

• 1. George Soros wants to convince Brussels to resettle at least one million immigrants from 
Africa and the Middle East annually on the territory of the European Union, including 
Hungary as well. 

• Soros has been working for many years to change Europe and European societies. He wants to 
achieve his goal with the resettlement of masses of people from different cultural backgrounds. 
When presenting his plan, he described it like this: “[T]he EU has to accept at least a million 
asylum-seekers annually for the foreseeable future.” (Project Syndicate, September 26, 2015). 
The European Parliament supports a similar position. The public body has supported relocation 
programs and the establishment of immigration routes. (2015/2342. (INI)) 

• Do you support this point of the Soros plan?   YES                            NO 

 





National consultation concerning soros plan 2017 
Results   

 

 





Hungarian parliamentary elections 2018 and the 
anti-immigration rhetoric 

George Soros conspiration theory   

“We created the opportunity to defend 
Hungary. A great battle is behind us. We 
have achieved a decisive victory” 
Orban Viktor 

“Brussels is not defending Europe and it is 
not halting immigration . . . It wants to dilute 
the population of Europe and to replace it, to 
cast aside our culture, our way of life and 
everything which separates and distinguishes 
us Europeans from the other peoples of the 
world.” Orban Viktor 





Democracy Index 2018/Economic Intelligence 
Unit 



Conclusions  

• In 2019, according to Freedom House, the situation was alarming in matters of freedom and democracy, 
observing a global erosion of democratic norms, starting with a decline of the electoral process, of the 
freedom of expression, of the safety of expats and of the rights of migrants etc. Hungary is listed among 
the countries registering a negative status change over the past decade, shifting from the position of free 
democracy (earned in 1990) to that of partly free.  

• Looking at the global trends currently outlining, it can be ascertained that the illiberal tendency observed 
by Zakaria more than two decades ago has not lost from its impetus, in 2019 snapping into an accelerated 
mode. The ugly thruth is that, nowadays, the Western world is not producing less democratic regimes; it is 
producing less liberal ones.  

• According to Freedom House, in 2019 Hungary’s freedom rating was 3.0, arguing that “Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban has presided over one of the most dramatic declines ever charted by Freedom House within 
the European Union”. 


